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WHAT IS CUSTOMIZER?

Introduced in WordPress 3.4 “Green”

Developed to standardize theme style 
modification within the Dashboard

Added the ability to preview new 
theme styles before applying 
changes to the live site



COMMON USES
Global Settings

Style Settings

Menus

Global Content

Widgets



LIMITATIONS

Major Page Content

Creating Pages

Creating Posts



INITIAL SETUP
Grab the functions.php file or setup a customizer.php file as an 
include.

Using an include directory setup.



CUSTOMIZER FUNCTION
Activate Customizer & Include $wp_customize Object

Register Customizer Using customize_register Hook

Requires your customizer function name in the hook



CUSTOMIZER SECTIONS

Hide Default Customizer Sections Using remove_section

Use Inspector to find the class name for the default section



ADD A SECTION
Add New Sections Using add_section

title: section label and theme declaration

priority: determines the order in navigation

Requires a section variable name and array of data:



ADD A FIELD SETTING
Add Fields to Your Section Using add_setting

Required: 
default: an optional default value for the field

add_setting requires a field variable name and array of data:

Optional: 
type: theme_mod or option (defaults to theme_mod)

capability: user capability control (defaults to edit_theme_options)
theme_supports: used to hide the setting if the theme does not support it

transport: controls the live preview (defaults to refresh)
santize_callback: uses standard filter function
santize_js_callback: uses standard filter function



ADD A FIELD CONTROL
Add Options to Your Setting Using add_control

label: field title and theme declaration

add_control requires a control class, the setting variable name, and array of data:

description: instructional text (can include html)

type: for WP_Customize_Control, declares type of field

Optional: 
choices: an array of options for multiple choice fields

Required: 
section: declares the section variable name the control is tied to

settings: declares the setting variable name the control is tied to



WP_Customize_Control

text (default - can be undeclared)

Uses type variable to determine the field type

checkbox: requires a default value
radio: requires an array of choices
select: requires an array of choices
dropdown-pages
textarea (in WordPress 4.0+)

hidden



WP_Customize_Control

type => ‘radio’

choices => takes an array ()

‘variable’ => __( ‘Label’ )

RADIO BUTTON



type => ‘select’

choices => takes an array ()

‘variable’ => __( ‘Label’ )

WP_Customize_Control
SELECT BOX



Returns default value if selected

WP_Customize_Control
CHECKBOX



WP_Customize_Control
HIDDEN



WP_Customize_Image_Control



WP_Customize_Color_Control



NOW WHAT?
Once you’ve defined all the Customizer sections and settings it’s time 
to implement them within the theme itself.



THEME USAGE
get_theme_mod used to pull customizer data into theme files

Yes, it’s that easy.





INCLUDING STYLES
Create a function to house PHP color variables

Close PHP and open a style tag

Close the function and hook it into the header











WITH GREAT POWER
COMES GREAT RESPONSIBILITY

Use Customizer Wisely 
Not all Users can handle it

Main Reusable Colors 
Titles, Links, Primary, Secondary

Global Content Elements 
Social Links, Credits, Element Toggling

Global Design Elements 
Banners, Backgrounds



NOW GO CUSTOMIZE!

@TimBouchard 
@LuminusMedia

Killer Cartoons from 
“Hyperbole and a Half”

facebook.com/groups/shoptalkbuffalo/

SLIDES => tinyurl.com/wcbuf-customizer


